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Ignition Interlock Pilot Program Goal: 
 

 

Create a  

Judicially Integrated  

ignition interlock program 



 Inadequate, slow sanctions in administrative 
program 
 

Too often probation agents are not getting 
information on violations 
 

Too few are installing ignition interlock 
 

Better supervision 
 

Some offenders need more help (and often 
motivation) than others navigating the 
process 



 

Repeat DWI offenders and first 

time DWI offenders whose BAC 

was at or above 0.16 who are 

under supervision of the court 



Affordability 
 

Navigation through the application process 
 

Supervision and probation coordination 
 

Vendor accountability 
 

Coordination with judicial system and drug 
courts 
 



• Income-based funding tiers 
• Front loaded – pay for installation as up front 

costs for ignition interlock are high 

 

• Eligibility guidelines 
• Must be under supervision/on pretrial release 

• Residency 

• Court Orders 

• Signed release for probation, DVS  & vendor 



FIFTH DISTRICT   ARROWHEAD 

 Ignition Interlock program 

staff available for 

assistance over the phone 

• Work directly with clients 

or assist probation agent 

 

 Follow up with DVS on 

application status, clear up 

participant questions 

 Sit down with each 

applicant to do paperwork 

 

 Follow up with DVS on 

application status, clear up 

participant questions 

 



Must install a wireless ignition 
interlock device 

 

• Receive immediate reports of violations 
by email & text  message 
 

• Logs detailing all movement of vehicles 
with maps & GPS coordinates 
 

• Wide-angle photos of every test on the 
device 

 





To be eligible for assistance offenders 

must authorize release of all ignition 

interlock device data to probation, 

including: 

 
 alcohol violation data 

 GPS location data 

 photos from the device 

 evidence of tampering 

 

 







 Ignition interlock logs are monitored regularly, 
checking for: 

 

• Evidence of circumvention or tampering 

 

• Is the car being used?  

 

• Are there concerns another car may be in use?  

 

• Do the pictures make sense?  

 

• Are there device issues we need to be concerned about? 



Many circumvention and tampering techniques no 
longer work, such as: 
 

• Charcoal Filters & Air Compressors  
 Interlock devices will not register the appropriate amount 

of water in the breath 

 

• Altering Interlock Device’s Wiring 
 Interlock devices detect this – wireless devices send 

immediate notice of this tampering 

 
• Device that attaches to the interlock device to 

remove alcohol from the breath – this device has 
not worked with either of our contracted vendors 

 

 



 

Immediate follow up 

 

Offenders are often picked up minutes 

after their positive test 



 

Ignition Interlock report 

violations need to hold 

up in court 



 

Coordination with DPS Vendor Oversight 

Liaison 

 

Witnessing occasional installations & 

recalibrations 

 

Surveying program participants 



Court-Ordered 

Ignition Interlock 



Ignition Interlock is a supervision tool 

that can be used for more than license 

reinstatement 

 

Ignition Interlock can be installed on 

anyone’s car, not just those seeking 

license reinstatement 



 

• Prevent high-risk/multiple DWI 

offenders with a valid license from 

driving under the influence 

 

• Track the driving behavior of those 

with revoked/cancelled licenses 
 

 

 



Monitor sobriety outside of driving time 
by setting up to three testing windows 
throughout the day. 
 

 Immediate reports of violations and 
missed tests are received. 
 

Costs just $20 per month. Used instead of 
or after a period of SCRAM in some 
cases. 

 



 

Consider offering a portion of the 

DWI or DAC-IPS fine credited for 

license reinstatement/ installation of 

ignition interlock 



Offer ignition interlock with 3 times daily 

testing as an alternative to 

SCRAM/alcohol monitoring 

 

For example, we’ve seen: 
• “Remain on SCRAM until ignition interlock in X 

Program with three times daily testing is in 

place” 



Standard 9.1: 

All DWI participants with suspended, 

canceled or revoked licenses must have a 

license reinstatement plan 

 

Recommended Practice: 

All Drug Court participants with 

suspended, canceled or revoked licenses 

should have a license reinstatement plan 


